MODULE 4: Fact and fiction
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fasten, homing, illegally, instinct

1 Read the text about carrier pigeons and find out what these numbers and dates
refer to.

20,000
b 15-20
c 1,000
d 30

e 5,000

Q

Pigeons have carried messages for humans for over 5,000 years. The Egyptians were probably
the first to use them in 3000 BCE. Between 770 BCE and 390 BCE, the Greeks used them to
| carry news of the early Olympic Games. The first regular pigeon post service was in 1146 CE
’ when the Caliph used pigeons to carry mail all over the Arab world. In the Mamluk period in
5 Egypt, there were thousands of pigeons in the postal service. In more recent times, pigeons
> have been used in wartime to send military reports back to leaders when it was too dangerous
- or impossible to use normal postal services. During the First World War, 20,000 pigeons were
killed, and 30 British pigeons were given medals for bravery. Pigeons have even been used to
smuggle diamonds illegally out of South Africa.

10 Pigeons are unique birds. A healthy pigeon can live for 15-20 years and can travel up to 1,000

km in one flight. Most important of all, pigeons have a natural instinct to fly back to their

nests or homes from wherever they are. This is why they are sometimes called ‘homing ‘
pigeons’. This ability makes them perfect for carrying messages over long distances. ]

They are trained and fed in one area, then taken to other areas where they are used

when someone wants to send a message to their ‘home’. Normally messages are

written on light paper and then fastened to the feet of the pigeon. When they

are released they always return home. There are even ‘boomerang’ pigeons

which are trained to deliver one message and return with another.

S
2 Find words with these meanings in the text. Check your answers in a dictionary or
in the glossary.

Paragraph |
a adjective to describe soldiers and the army military
b like a round metal coin / soldiers are given this for being brave medal
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3 Complete the sentences with one,
two or three words.

a

d

e

The first regular pigeon post  service

was started in the Arab world in
1146 CE.

In wartime, it may be

Too dangerous or impossible
to use normal postal services.
Healthy pigeons can live to between

Pigeons have a natural instinct to

Flybackto their nests.
Light paper messages are
tied to their feet.

4 Choose the most appropriate
endings to create true sentences.
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Pigeons...

are only used to carry messages.
have been used to smuggle goods.
fought against enemies during the
First World War.

carry messages on their backs.

Pigeons...

are trained to fly home when they
are released.

have many different homes.
fly away from home.

have an innate impulse to return
home.

Messages are...

attached to the pigeon’s feet.
fastened round the pigeon’s neck.
written on the pigeon.

attached to the pigeon’s wing.
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3 Write your own factfile about carrier

pigeons with information from the
text and any facts you already know.

Factfile

6 Write a paragraph expanding on
the information you have included
in your factfile. Make sure you
paraphrase any information that is
also contained within the reading
text, rather than simply repeating it.

h'cr fo you

7 In what ways has sending messages
changed since the first carrier
pigeons?




anguage practice

Past simple passive

* Use the past simple passive to talk about past
processes and facts. Use it when the focus is
on the action, not on who does it.

The first telephones were used in 1876.

* We normally make passive forms of a verb by
using tenses of the auxillary be. For the past
simple passive was or were is used.

* You need to know the past participles for the
past passive, too.
| wasn’t invited, but | went anyway.

postal services. Start with the words
given and change the underlined
verbs into the passive form.

The Chinese introduced a postal
service in about 1200 BCE.

a At first, the Chinese used
this service mainly for official
documents.

mainly for official documents.

b Originally, they sent messages using
fire and smoke.

smaoke

¢ The Romans organised an
advanced postal system.

Ramans

d They developed a system of post
roads with many places where tired
riders passed messages to other
fresh riders.

many places ... were passed by tiredriders to other
_____________________________________________ ) yviivi o

fresh riders..
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messages

e The Romans sent messages 270

kilometres in 24 hours by this
system.

Messages were sent by the Romans 270
“kilometres in 24hours by this system.”

f  Britain introduced the first postage

stamps in 1840.

__The first postage stamps were introduced in
Britain in 1840.

g The Greeks used homing pigeons to

deliver messages.
Homing pigeons were used by the Greeks so
—“that messagescould be delivered-—""""-

2 Rewrite the sentences about modern

communication. Start with the words
given and change the underlined
verbs into the active form.

In the 21st century, mobile phones are
used for phone calls and text messages.

a Phone calls are made to friends
wherever they are.

b Text messages are sent over very
long distances very cheaply.

People send text messages over very long distances very

quickly and are received by their
friends a few seconds later.
... write these messages very quickly and their
People ......... friendsreceivethem a.few.seconds later.
d E-mail is being used by more and
more businesses.

--------- More and more businesses are using e-mail.

e In some organisations, traditional
letters or memos have been

replaced by e-mail.

lettersor memos.



3 Complete the sentences with the

correct form of make or take.

If you are going to the post office,
could you fake this letter for me?

a Nobody makes _pigeons fly
home - it’s a natural instinct.

b They make __special food for
homing pigeons.

¢ ‘Oh no! Someone has taken
our best pigeon.’

d If you've missed your bus, you
could take a taxi instead.

e You look exhausted, why don’t you
‘take a five minute break.

_________________ lunch to

notice the phone ringing.

g He was_made district manager

after his excellent performance.

4 Match the expressions to their
responses. There are more responses
than you need.

Hi, is Aisha there please? 5

I'll call you back in five minutes. 2
| think you have the wrong number.1

| called earlier but no one
answered.4
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Sorry, isn’t this 47444217
Ok, speak to you soon.
We don’t have voicemail.
Did you leave a message?
No she’s not, sorry.

He can’t come to the phone right
now.

7 Sure, I'll just get a pen.
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3 Read the following text messages
and match them with their meanings.

a alrite m8. do u wnt 2 meet Itr? 2
b sry had 2 leave. brb asap.5

-
?

Could you take a message for me? 7

¢ on way bk from hols now. c u in Q8 6
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did nel ¢ my coat after football?3
g2g. bout 2 eat.4
cnt tlk now. spk soon.1

I’m busy and can’t talk at the
moment. I'll call you when I'm less
busy.

Hello. Would you like to meet up
later?

| think | left my coat at football
practice. Has anyone seen it?

| have to leave. It's dinner time.

I’m sorry | had to leave suddenly.
I’ll be back as soon as possible.

I’m on my way back from holiday.
I’ll see you when | get to Kuwait.

6 What would you say in the following
situations. Write full sentences.

a One of your friends has just called

you to cancel a prearranged study
meeting. You and your other friends
are already there.

_________ Students’ own answers.._..___.

Your network provider has charged
you for calls you didn’t make. You
are phoning their helpline.

A new phone you bought last week
has stopped working. You are
talking to a salesman in the shop
you bought it from.

Your parents have decided you are
using your mobile phone too much.
They have decided to confiscate it
from you for a few weeks. You think
this is unfair.
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‘l What are the purposes of the three e-mail messages below? Write the message
letter (A-C) next to the appropriate purpose. (There are more purposes than you

need.)
A 8nf mumag-_ (=}
Purposes 7 @ &? .'_&
a request for information no message. S e ——
b apology _no message e
¢ complaint no message Riadh,
d congratulations B Can we get together 4.00 p.m.
e giving information c. Wednesday Room 293? Need to
f request for a meeting A discuss yesterday’s sales figures.
Get back to me as soon as possible.
B 228 New Message =

& @ & AQ B Abdelhameed
.2 o| Atsch Address_Foncs Colours Save As Draft C (i o -

Subject: - - afn “ rﬂs En'fm m;L:Lan

Dear Maha, S — == ¥

Subject:

Well done! It'll be a fantastic
job - sure you’ll enjoy it. Lucky you!
When does it start?

All the best!
Huda

Dear All,

Will be in Turkey Nov 9 to Jan 4.
Contact details:

Phone: 00 66 7187 4243 (mobile)
Text messages: Jaber 07795 203498;
Abeer 07795 203499

Email: abeerjaber@blah.com

See you in the new year
Jaber and Abeer

2 The messages have been written in a hurry and some words have been left out.
Choose two messages to rewrite from exercise 1, adding any missing words and

making them sound more polite.
A

enn New Message

B 800 New Message

@ g 4 @ M

iar Attach Address Fonts Colours Save As Draft

Ta: [

Subject:

v@®g B A9 B

i Artach Address Fonts Colours Save As Draft

To: [
Subject:

Dear Riadh

Can we get together at 4.00
p.m. on"Wednesday, in R6om
-293?2We-need-to-discuss—
yesterday’s sales figures.
Please get back to
meassoonasTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT
possible. Hameell s, « smems

Dear Maha

Well done! It’ll be a fantastic
job - I’'m sure you’ll enjoy it.
—HuckEal "
When does it start?

I wish you all the best'Huda
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3 Read Nada’s letter. Then, answer the following questions:

Al-Maarri Street
Kuwait City
Kuwait

16th February

Dear Salma,

This is Nada Ahmed. Remember me? We were friends in primary school. We
haven’t seen each other for about ten years - right?

Anyway, how are you? | got your address from Dalia. What are you doing now?
Are you working? You always wanted to be a translator!

At the moment, I’m studying medicine at the university here. | think I’ve changed
a lot over the years. | don’t like history anymore - | prefer maths and science now.
Do you remember Layla? She’s on the same course as me, and guess what - we’re
best friends now!

Well, | must finish now because I’ve got an exam tomorrow. Write back soon and
tell me all your news.

All the best,
Nada

paragraph 1: dparagraph 2: bparagraph 3: cparagraph 4: a
1 Match each paragraph with one of the following:

a areason to end the letter b questions about the other person
¢ information about Nada’s life d saying who you are

2 Find examples of informal style:
a contractions (e.g. isn’t) Students’ own answers

b punctuation (e.g. exclamations ! and dashes - )
C informal words and phrases (e.g. anyway, well)

3 Write a paragraph giving instructions on how to write a letter. Describe the
following stages, and add other details. Students’ own answers

Stage 1: deciding who to write to

Stage 2: making notes

Stage 3: writing the letter
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